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ALPINE NOTES. 
Date of 

THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : Election 
Bramston, R ev. J. T. • • • • • • 1872 
Anderson, J. S. • • • • • • • 1881 
Fison, E . H. • • • • • • • 1882 
Seymour, H. Sydney • • • • • • 1885 
Henderson. H. W. • • • 

' 
• • • 1887 

Swan, Francis E. L. • • • • • • 1887 
Fitzgerald, E. A. • • • • • • 1892 
Berney, G. F. • • • • • • • 1894 
Heard, R ev . Prebendary H. J. • • • • 1894 
Fay, Professor 0. E. (Honorary lYlember) • • 1902 
Bruce, J. A. B. B. • • • • • • 1903 
Sang, G. • • • • • • • • 1912 

·THE CLOSING OF THE ITALIAN ALPS.' Up to the moment of 
going to press we have received no report as to any general im
provement in the situation. We understand that additional mule 
and glacier passes are open from July 1, i.e. Cols d' Arnas, duMont, 
de la Seigne, du Geant, Theodule, and S. Giacomo. It may be added 
t hat in districts lying far to the S. of the frontier ridge, such as Cogne, 
Ortler , Adamello-Presanella, Brenta and Dolomites no hindrances to 
mountaineers occur. There is no change in the Alto Adige. 

The late H. S. HoARE. Sir Geoffrey Corbett writes : 
'Henry Seymour Hoare, vvho died on the 16th June last year, 

did not climb seriously after his marriage in 1885 more than ten 
years before I first went to the Alps. But at one time we were 
thrown much together, and he used to talk to me of the Alps as he 
remembered them. I have been asked to add something to the 
brief notice which appeared in the last number of the JouRNAL. 

' H oare began to climb in the early '70's, just after the age of the 
pioneers. The great peaks of the Alps had already been conquered, 
and the enterprise of his generation was directed rather to the finding 
of new routes up old peaks, and to lesser but often more difficult 
ascents which the pioneers had passed by. In this era of moun
taineering, Hoare played a gay and gallant part. I think the climb 
that gave him most satisfaction was the first ascent of theW eisshorn 
from the Schalliberg Glacier, and J. W. Hartley's jolly story of that 
great day(' A.J.' 8, 419) tells at once what a good companion Hoare 
was, and how he was esteemed as a mountaineer by his contem
poraries. He climbed always for the fun of the thing. H e was no 
more inclined to write about it afterwards than he would have 
written to The Field to describe his exploits in a run with the 
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Heythrop. He did once read a paper to the Club on his first ascent 
of Mont Maudit in which, I think, he took little interest or pride. 
But his normal, and to him natural, reticence must have been 
exasperating to topographists, whose displeasure he sometimes 
incurred. It was his unrecorded first ascent of the Dent Blanche 
by the S. arete that provoked the Johnsonian rebuke: "An un
recorded ascent is nothing ; one badly recorded is little more." 

'He was, however, very jealous of the reputation of his guide 
Johann von Bergen "von B." as he used affectionately to call him. 
Perhaps he sometimes felt that von Bergen's name was less well 
known than it should have been, that it suffered indeed from constant 
association with so inarticulate a Herr. However that may be he 
took extraordinary pleasure in the memoir of von Bergen which he 
contributed to Cunningham and Abney's Pioneers of the Alps, a 
memoir from which the word" I" is characteristically absent. And 
he loved to tell of that off-day at the Montenvers when "von B." 
Rurprised a very hot field in .a competitive climb up the face of the 
old hotel. But his pride in von Bergen and the Oberland tradition 
did not blind him to virtue elsewhere. . He used to speak in highest 
~dmiration of Alois Pollinger the elder, who was included in the 
W eisshorn expedition at the last moment and led, I understand, 
for a great part of the ascent. 

' Hoare's quality as a climber is clear enough from his record. 
But there was something more to it than his mere record indicates. 
He loved, I think, to try out his strength and endurance in great 
mountaineering. I remember him telling me, for instance, that he 
and von Bergen left Zermatt one morning and crossed the Furggen 
J och to Breuil. He slept on a sofa in the inn for an hour or two, 
started out again at 9 P.M. and walked back to Zermatt over the 
top of the Matterhorn. This was only a prelude to the ascent 
of the Weisshorn from the Schalliberg Glacier; and on his return 
from the Weisshorn he set out at once to recover the bodies of those 
who had fallen the same day on the Lyskamm. 

'When I knew him, Hoare's main occupations were hunting, 
shooting and cricket. He had been in the Eleven at Harrow, and in 
his later days used to captain the village team at Adlestrop, in the 
Co.tswolds, where he lived. I remember once taking over a strong 
side from Oxford, including several Blues. How delighted he was 
when Eborn, the butler, put up a great stand for the first wicket, 
a nd the brothers Timms, his gamekeepers, bowled out our Blues 
neck and crop. 

' He will live in my memory as one who was very kind to me 
when I was young.' 

G. L. C. 

We much regret to report the death at Pola on February 17, 1931, 
of Signor Commandante GIORGIO DE WoLFF, the distinguished 
artist. Commandante de Wolff was one of the best-known 
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mountain and landscape painters, and a superb water-colour of 
1\'Ionte Rosa was presented by him to the Alpine Club (' A.J. ' 41, 
220, 258). 

HEIGHT RECORDS. In Der Be1·gkamerad of January 2 will be 
found a discussion as to whether Mr . Smythe on K amet, Dr. Bauer 
on Kangchenjunga, or Dr. W elzenbach on Nanga Parbat, if suc
cessful in their attempts, will have the credit of having reached 
the r ecord 'foot' h eight . Such discussions are quite futile ; more
over, none of these mountaineers, if successful in their ascents, will 
have any claim whatever on the said record now held by Colonel 
Norton who on Everest attained a greater height than the summit 
of Kangchenjunga. As well argue whether Mallory and Irvine went 
higher still. 

There is altogether too much talk and writing of ' records .' 
nowadays. Mountaineering is on a somewhat higher level than 
Olympic Games or ski races ! 

ALAI PA:rviiRS. Another German expedit ion is said to be fitt ing 
out, having in view the conquest of Garmo Mountain (~ 7500 m.), 
seen by H err Rickmers's party in 1928 1 and measured as exceeding 
in height Mt. K aufmann, formerly considered the highest peak of 
the chain. 

A.A.V., MuNICH. The 308 members of this association, including 
'old gentlemen,' carried out no less than 2696 recorded expeditions 
throughout the world (except Canada and New Zealand) during the 
season of 1929-30. !!'he excellent J ahresbericht contains several 
interesting accounts, notably that of the ascent of the AIGUILLE 
NoiRE DE PETERET by the S. arete. The party (' A.J.' 42, 341) 
turned Pointe Gamba and makes mention of having encountered 
two pitons only. They give 15- 16 hrs. as the normal t ime for the 
'invariable, sometimes extreme difficulties' of the ascent. 

' CLASSIFIED ' MouNTAINS AND ' GRADED ' RouTES. A note on 
such was given in 'A.J. ' 42, 344, with the remark that 'the disease 
was spreading to the Western Alps.' In an account of a so-called 
variation on the Aiguille du Fou, in Alpinisme No. 20, occur the 
following r emarks : ' ... would it not be better to succeed in the 
magnificent traverse of the Dr us than attempt to scale a face the 
possibility of which appeared very doubtful, fail in such an attempt, 
be compelled to turn back and perhaps forced to bivouac ? How
ever, the attractions of danger and novelty prevailed and we set 
out .. . 'for the above (well-named) Aiguille. 

1 A.J. 41, illust ration facing 26·9. 
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ALPHUBEL, N .W. face. With reference to M. Blanchet's ex
pedit ion of 1930 (' A.J. ' 42, 326-7, 375), better described as' by the 
N. arete, attained from the N.W.,' Mr. C. F. Meade writes: 'Pierre 
Blanc and I came down that face in 1910 but rather further to the 
N. We had no rock climbing to speak of, but I must say ours was 
a nasty way down; inadequate snow tending to "snow-ice" and 
very rare, brittle, biscuit-like fragments of shale sticking out of it, 
affording occasional small holds. Alpes Valaisannes, iii, makes it 
a rock climb, but it certainly was not when we did it. We were 
only looking for an obvious way down ·on to the Weingarten Glacier 
back to the Taschalp, and were surprised at the general steepness 
and nastiness. At one moment the slope curved over and dis
appeared below us. We were on the top at 09.00 and did not 
reach the Taschalp till 15.00 hrs. including halts rather fast, 
I think. It was not an arete but a slope.' 

MoNT BLANC. The universally popular route from the present 
terminus of the Aiguille du Midi ' teleferique ' to the Grands Mulets 
is exposed to bombardment by stones at a point where a wide gully 
is crossed not far beyond the terminus hotel. The danger is greatest 
in the afternoon or evening, in fact the Grands J.v.Iulets route, starting 
by ' teleferique ' from Chamonix, is about the worst way up Mont 
Blanc. The Aiguille du Gouter route from the Tete Rousse is safer, 
in the ascent at any rate. The route to the Grands Mulets from 
Les Bossons via the Montagne de la Cote is perfectly safe either in 
the ascent or descent. Such are the evils of ' teleferiques ' ! 

C. F. M. 

DE SAUSSURE's CHALET at Breuil. This little chalet still belongs 
to t he descendants of the original guide of de Saussure, J ean Baptiste 
Herin. 

'But in the joyous narrative of the discovery there is no mention 
of the Cervin's name. Bourrit intended to return and explore that 
chain, but was forestalled by de Saussure. 

'The latter, the first time, had come from Ayas to the Col des 
Cimes Blanches, whence the Cervin had been revealed to him in all 
its grandeur ; descending to Breuil, he ascended to the Theodul, 
taking with him a certain J ean Baptiste Herin, the first Valtour
·nanche guide whose name appears in a traveller's book.2 On his 
second journey, which took place in 1792, he comes to the Val 
Tournanche, studying and describing it; he ascends to the Theodul 
Pass, where he spends three days, analysing the structure of the 
Cervin, whose :b,eight he is now the first to measure, and collecting 
stones, plants) and insects. Nothing escapes his careful observation, 
-------------------------------------------------~---

2 ' ••• notre brave guide, chez qui nous avions loge aux chalets 
du Breuil, et que je recommande a ceux qui feront ce voyage.' 
(De Saussure; Voyages.) 
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from the sparse lichen that clings to the rocks to the tiny but 
vigorous glacier fly that flutters over the cold snows, and whose 
existence at such heights is full of n1ystery. At night he takes 

Photo, W. Bellows.] 

DE SAUSSURE'S CHALET N EAR BREUIL. 

refuge under t he tent erected near the ruins of the old fort at the 
top of the pass. During these days he ascends the Litt le Cervin, 
which he names the Cime Brune du Brejthorn. 

' The appearance of this first traveller and his long stay on the 
pass made a lasting impression on the imagination of the mountain 
folk; for many years the great man lived in the memories of the 
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shepherds of Breuil as M. Hirzel Escher, who passed there in 
1822, testifies and they were wont to speak of him with a kind of 
veneration; the modest wooden hut where he lodged at Breuil 
bears to this day the name of Maison de Saussure.' (The Matterhorn, 
by Guido Rey, Second edition, p. 25 et seq.) W. B. 

REFUGE ALBERT 1 er. This new hut, honouring the name of 
H.M. the King of the Belgians, and situated on the right bank of the 
Tour Glacier in the Mont Blanc Group (3 hrs. from Montroc), was 
built and inaugurated last summer. The hut was presented to the 
C.A.F. by the members of the C.A.B. and the King himself was 
present at the opening ceremony. As regards the new hut, I was 
delighted to read Mr. Meade's outspoken statement 3 about the 
French huts their condition is undoubtedly revolting, but an 
exception ought to be made for the present in favour of the Refuge 
Albert 1 er. I have, however, no doubt that it will soon deteriorate 
into the normal foul condition, although it is in some sort bewirtsch
a.ftet. At the moment (September 1930) it is worth visiting as there 
are some fine climbs from it, notably the Aiguille du Chardonnet 
from theN. and the Aiguilles Dorees, Grande Fourche, etc., hitherto 
inaccessible from Chamonix without a very long march. The chief 
peculiarity of the hut is that it has no ordinary stove, only prim us, 
involving the transport of petrol unless one is sure that the gardien 
is there. These stoves are of a fickleness unparalleled in my experi
ence, and the directions for their use are quite incomprehensible. 

D. L. B. 

The President and the Members of the Alpine Club offer their 
united and most cordial congratulations to their fellow-member, 
The Honourable Mr. Justice OLIVER WENDELL HoLMES, on the 
attainment of his ninetieth birthday which occurred on March 8, 
last. Mr. Holmes was elected to the Alpine Club in 1866. 

ARMAND CHARLET. Mr. Busk writes : 'In point of fact Charlet 
has made a wonderful recovery ; before I got to Chamonix on 
September 1 (1930), he had already climbed the Grands Charmoz 
and led the Peigne, also the Plan and Tour. With me he did a 
variation on the Aiguille Purtscheller llnder wintry conditions, as 
well as other climbs all this within 6 months of his terrible collision 
with a tree while ski-ing in the spring. He was not, of course, his 
usual effortless self and had to descend slowly, especially on scree 
or rough ground, but on paths he was as fast uphill as ever. It 
was astounding how well he climbed.' 

Charlet was with M. Brincard in the V alais this winter and seemed 
quite recovered. S. S. 

3 'A monstrous scandal and disgrace. ' A.J. 42, 338. 
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GROUPE DE HAUTE MoNTAGNE. The first dinner of this flourishing 
Club took place at the Cafe Anglais, Paris, on March 10. Some 
sixty members and guest's were present and a most pleasant evening 
was spent. The youth of the members is of good augury for the 
future of French mountaineering. In the unavoidable absence of 
the President, the A.C. was represented by the Editor ' A.J.' 

The G.H.M. has ceased officially to form part of the C.A.F. 
Friendly relations are to be maintained. 

D. & CE.A.V. The 'Oesterreichischer Touristen Klub' and 
'Oesterreichischer Gebirgsverein,' numbering in 1930, 35,280 and 
26,500 members, respectively, have now amalgamated with nnd 
form sections of the above powerful body 245,000 members. 

C.A.I. and D. & CE.A.V. These two societies have now decided 
to accord each other reciprocative rights in their respective Club 
huts. 

Monsieur CHARLES VALLOT has been awarded the Cro·ix de la 
Legion d' H onneur for his long -continued cartogra phi cal and scientific 
work in the Alps. Herr WILLY RrcKMER-RICKMERS has been 
given an Honorary Degree at Innsbruck University for his explora
tory work in the Alai-Pamirs and elsewhere. 

The R.G.S. to the A.C. We, the President and Council of the 
Royal Geographical Society, thank all those kindred societies and 
institutions which honoured us by accepting our invitation to send 
delegates to our Centenary Celebrations. We were proud to receive 
in the new hall of our Society so many distinguished colleagues 
and friends, and we greatly appreciated the addresses of con
gratulation and other marks of regard which the delegates, in the 
name of their societies, presented to His Royal Highness the Duke 
of York, representing His Majesty the King, at the opening cere
mony. We were especially glad to welcome among those Delegates 
many who were Gold Medallists and already Honorary Members of 
our Society, and to mark the occasion by adding other distinguished 
names to the roll of Honorary Members. It is our sincere wish that 
in the years to come we may enjoy to the full the old friendships 
renewed and the new friendships engendered at this our celebration; 
and so we thank you, and, in the name of the Council and all the 
Fellows of our Society, we convey to all our colleagues and friends 
most cordial greetings. 

Given at the House of the Society in Kensington Gore this 
17th day of November 1930. 

(sd.) ARTHUR R. RINKS, 
Secretary. 

To the Alpine Club. 

(sd). W. E. GooDENOUGH, 
President. 
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MouNTAINEERING FILMS. The International Expedition's attempt 
on Kangchenjunga in 1930 has now been shown in Switzerland on 
the screen. The film is flamboyantly entitled: Himatschal, der 
Thron der Gotter whatever 'Himatschal' may be intended to 
mean. The advertisements in the Swiss press are after the manner 
of one Arnold Fanck. A much-valued (Swiss) correspondent writes: 
' ... The pictures are good, or at least, most of them are; but it 
is impossible to avoid obtaining interesting shots of these marvellous 
mountains. But what is said through the loud-speaker, and how 
it is said, is simply dreadful. ... ' Full credit will be given to 
M. Duvanel, the photographer, for his skill and labour, while the 
members of the expedition cannot be blamed for the manner of the 
film's announcement.4 As regards the claim in the advertisement 
and also in the' British' version of the film, as to Frau Dyhrenfurth 
being the holder of the woman's 'record' repulsive word for 
altitude, it will be sufficient to state that that gallant lady and 
accomplished mountaineer is the last person to proclaim herself as 
having surpassed or equalled the late Mrs. Bullock Workman's 
achievements on Nun Kun or elsewhere. 

To sum up with our personal impressions from a private view in 
London : The film contains few pictures of Kangchenjunga and is 
annoying from its want of continuity ; the pictures jump from 
Siniolchum and an' overhead ·' view of the party at Darjeeling back 
to Venice, followed by a Cook's tour to Port Said, the Pyramids, 
Delhi, Agra, Benares, etc. All this should be cut out. Of the 
expedition itself we have many views of ' Austin Sevens ' and a few 
of the march up through Sikkim, but we thought yaks were only 
available on the return 1 An interesting sight of one of the party 
arraying himself in the ' Expedition Boots ' and other ponderous 
paraphernalia explains much matter hitherto occult. But we have 
no manner of use for the screen appearance of climbers greasing their 
faces or of the vaccination and gargling of coolies. 

The march up the Kangchenjunga Glacier is attractive and the 
assault on the ice-wall below the N.W. face taken obviously in bad 
weather and under dangerous circumstances is striking. The view 
of a stupendous avalanche falling (towards the operator) from the 
cliffs above, similar to the one that killed Chetin, and should have left 

4 Ein Tonfilm von dem Kampf mit den Bergen uber 7000 Mtr. 
H ohe. . . . Die Bezwingung der hochsten [!] Berggruppe der Welt' 
... ein Schweizer-Deutsche Expedition. . . . What about the 
three or four Englishmen, to say nothing of the porters 1 The 
full synopsis with its quaint claim of ' one of the most rich-in-results 
journeys ever carried out in the mountains of Central [!] Asia,' 
together with a fantastic coloured picture-poster, may be seen in 
the A.C. Library. 
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no survivors, is terrifying in its utter magnificence. This is by far 
the finest achievement in cinematography we have yet seen. 

The rest comes as an anti-climax ; in fact, except for the uniformly 
excellent photography, the less said of what purports to be the 
ascent of the J onsong Peak the better. All this part is faked 
obviously and, we are virtually certain, was taken in the Alps. The 
top of the peak is suspiciously like that of the Monch in winter, while 
the 'I-Iimalayan' seracs, which they in no way Tesemble, appear to 
grow somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Jungfrau railway. 
And how could it be on the J onsong, when we know from the 
narrative that Hoerlin and Schneider, banners and all, were alone on 
the peak with no cinema within miles ? This kind of stuff may 
deceive the public, but is as repellent to the mountaineer as are 
clouds accelerated to movement surpassing in speed that of a 
Schneider Cup racer. The film professes to be a genuine record
not a Hollywood Horror. 

The two M t. Everest jilrns remain as the only authentic views of high 
motlntain endeavour in existence. 

The 'avalanche' being the raison d'etr·e of a visit, we recommend 
future audiences to leave their seats on subsidence of its truly superb 
snow-cloud. 

In one respect we were fayoured in our private view. The' talkie' 
apparatus was not functioning, while the frequent appearances on 
the screen of a conventionallv-clad and inarticulate lecturer were ... 
tiresome but distinctly humorous. 

LHONAK PEAK. Messrs. G. B. Gourlay and W. :FJversden of the 
Himalayan Club, with a light outfit and a few porters, made the 
first ascent of this important mountain, ca. 22,000 ft., last Sep
tember. Altogether a remarkably fine performance. 

ADAMELLO-PRESANELLA. There is a new 1 : 25,000 map of this 
group published by the ' Stazione Olimatica Sportiva Invernale,' 
Ponte di Legno, called Carta Alpinistica di Ponte di Legno, zona 
rneridionale, two sheets by Mario Bernasconi. The price is very 
low. The glaciers are coloured white and there is a certain amount 
of coloured shading; the map is not bad, and, as far as I was 
able to verify, correct. The splendid 1 : 50,000 D. & CE.A.V. 1nap 
(1903, after the 'Siegfried ' model) is unfortunately long out of 
print. 

The Mandron Club hut, destroyed during the war, is very poor and 
rough, as restored. The old Lobbia Alta hut is now called Ai Oaduti 
and is a little inn. The inn at Ragada is rebuilt and open again 
and, I think, the inn at Bedole (both in the Val di Genova) is also 
being rebuilt. The district is most attractive, but a centre as 
always is the real difficulty. The Segantini and Presanella huts 
-both poor on an Eastern Alps basis were not destroyed during 
the war. (Notes in 1930.) H. E. N. 



, 

188 Alpine Notes. 

KAMET. The party to make the attempt this summer consists 
of the following : Messrs. F. S. Smythe (leader), C. R. Greene, 
R. L. Holdsworth, E. Birnie and E. E . Shipton. Several of the 
most experienced Darjeeling porters have been engaged. We wish 
them complete succesR. 

CANADIAN ALPINE CLUB Ca1np, 1931. This wi1l be held in the 
C.P.R. zone of the Canadian Rockies from July 20 to August 3, at 
the head of Prospectors' Valley near Moraine Lake in the Valley of 
t he Ten P eaks. 

GIFT to the A.C. The Club's cordial thanks are due to Dr. Hugh 
Roger-Smith who has presented an oil-painting of the Jungfraujoch 
and peak by the late Sir Ernest Waterlow, R.A. This picture, now 
hanging in the R eading Room, is a valuable and beautiful addition 
to the Club's collection. S. S. 

SKI AcciDENTS. The winter of 1930- 31 will be remembered 
principally on account of its slight December snowfall, followed by 
the blizzards of the second half of January and the enormous falls 
in · February and March. Under these circumstances the number 
of accidents was again appalling. The great majority occurred 
below the summer snow-line and appear to have been evenly dis
tributed throughout the Alps. As usual, the greater number may 
be attributed to complete lack of experience of snow conditions, 
to ski-ing in bad weather, or to starting for serious expeditions 
during a 48 hours' break between storms. This has been well 
pointed out in a letter to The Times 5 from the President, A.C. 
The existence of the Jungfraujoch Railway appears to have been the 
primary cause of the (Bri6sh) disaster below the Aletsch Glacier, 
coupled with professional optimism in the face of every meteoro
logical warning. The sad accident near Bardonnechia, in which 
no fewer than 21 Alpini of all ranks lost their lives, was possibly 
due to manoouvres continued, in the face of bad weather, as if a 
state of war really existed. On the other hand, the very strenuous 
military exercises carried out by a whole corps of Ohasseurs Alpins 
and other troops, mountain batteries and tanks in the Brian9on
Lautaret district, produced no serious accident. That admirable 
soldier and expert mountaineer, General Dosse,6 was in command. 

The accident of F ebruary 2 on the BREITHORN (Pennines), jn 
which Herr Jakob Allendorfer of Munich lost his ljfe, was one of the 
few ' mountaineering ' fatalities of the winter. It was caused by 
neglecting a primary rule, the necessity of which appears sufficiently 
obvious from the Breithorn's bad record for winter crevasse 
disasters. 7 The accident occurred where there is a short dip down to 

5 February 4, 1931. 
6 See La Montagne, 1931, pp. 109- 114, for the excellent military 

regulations for avoidance of avalanches, proposed by that officer. 
7 A.J. 42, 130- 1. 
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the Theodul Glacier, at about 5 P.M. The victim fell into a crevasse 
30- 40 m. deep and was so buried in snow that he failed to extricate 
himself, although apparently uninjured. The other two members of 
the party spent som e 2 hours trying to rescue Allendorfer, but t heir 
30 m. rope was too short and they had to descend to Zermatt for 
help. The rescue party arrived about 10 A.M. next day and quickly 
extricated the unfortunate man, only to see him expire shortly after. 
At the time of the accident the party had discarded their ski and 
were unroped. 

A later disaster, en 1·oute for the Betemps hut, and during t he 
height of the great F ebruary storm, requires no comment. 

KANGCHENJUNGA. Several enlarged and magnificent photo
graphs, taken by Cav. Vittorio Sella and presented to Mr. Freshfield, 
are on view at the R.G.S. They show both the N.E. and N.W. 
sides of the mountain, together with the marked route and highest 
point reached in the 1929 attempt. It is interesting to note that 
Cav. Sella advocates the W., or Nepal ; slope of the final and very 
steep N. arete as being ' much easier' than the crest. In any case, 
t he great final 1000 ft. step of the said N. arete, however attacked, 
appears most formidable. · 

Superb views of K 2 by t he same photographer, together with 
tracings of the least hopeless line of attack, are also shown. 

The Bavarian party leaving Europe at the end of May to re-attempt 
the ascent of Kangchenjunga consists of the following mountaineers : 
H erren P. Bauer (leader), E. Allwein, P . Aufschnaiter, J. Brenner, 
W . Fendt, J. Leupold of the 1929 expedition and, as newcomers, 
H. Pircher, H. Hartmann and H. Schaller. With its Himalayan, 
Alai and Caucasian experience, strong leadership and unselfish team
work, in the confidence and affection it has inspired in the Tibetan 
porters, the party is probably the most formidable yet assembled to 
lay siege to a great mountain. 

Members of the A1pine Club will wjsh the participants the success 
they deserve and, above all things, a SAFE return. 

GABRIEL LocHMATTER. Friends of this well-known St. Niklaus 
guide will rejoice to hear that he is rapidly recovering from his late 
severe illness. 

BLODIG's ALPENKALENDER, 1932. Messrs. B. H. Blackwell, Ltd. , 
of Oxford, announce that they will undertake the publication of an 
English edition of this calendar next year as there seems to be some 
demand for it. They do not anticipate any financial gain from thi s 
venture, but hope to have the support of members of the Alpine Club 
and others interested in mountaineering. An advertisement will . 
appear in the November number of this JouRNAL. This enterprjsc 
deserves success. 
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Wrr~~~TER AscENT. The Watzmann, E. face,8 the great rock wall, 
facing St. Bartholoma, not much under 2000m. in height and said 
to be the highest in the Alps, was climbed on December 6, 7, 8, 1930, 
by Herren T. Beringer, S. Flatscher, G. Mitterer and L. Zankl, one or 
more of whom were concerned in the traverse of Mont Blanc via ' La 
Sentinelle 'last summer.9 The rock face is described as having been 
practically a snow wall at the time. 'rhree bivouacs were made in 
caves or holes in the wall, while the total going time was 46 hours. 
].,rom Reichenhaller Tagblatt. 

We are informed that the expedition was quite unjustifiable, 
and that the participants should have perished to a man. A full 
account is given in Der Bergsteiger. 

His HoLINESS THE PoPE. When I was in Rome the other day 
I had a private audience with His Holiness The Pope, and he sent 
his blessing to the Alpine Club and all mountaineers. 

lVIARTIN CoNWAY, March 31, 1931. 

NEW ZEALAND NOTES. 

MR. A. P. HARPER writes : ' See "N.Z.A.J." iii, pp. 352-3, with 
reference to my points about Alpine Guides. It is now officially 
recognized that the last three paragraphs on p. 352 and the first two 
on p. 353 are on sound lines, and vve hope to have legislation next 
year [1931], giving us power to set up a Board working on those 
lines. The following are the points we hope to be able to work on ' : 

.. M ountaineer·ing and Governrnent Responsibility. 

Climbing a hove the line of perpetual snow has developed enormously 
during the last three or four years a fact which I ascribe to the very 
efficient work done by our Publicity Department in attracting 
tourists to our two main Alpine resorts at the Hermitage and the 
Franz Josef this campaign would have probably been of little use 
had it not been backed up by the provision of good transport and 
accommodation by private enterprise all the same, I desire to 
especially emphasize that the very fact that efficient State Publicity has 
brought people to our Alpine 1~esorts places a grave responsibility on 
the State to see that its visitors and others are properly sagefuarded. 

I also wish to point out that in this country the State has introduced , 
a wise policy of laying aside large National Parks and Reserves for 
public recreation. This course of action also lays upon the State 
the -further responsibility of seeing that these Reserves are properly 

s A .. J. 31, 264, 268. 9 Ibid. 42, 343. 
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